John H. Francis Polytechnic High School

Instructional Strategies:  Anticipatory Activities, Academic Vocabulary Development, Reciprocal Teaching, Thinking Maps, Note Taking


Rationale and Research:
Students learn more effectively when they already know something about a content area and when concepts in that area mean something to them and to their particular background or culture (Peshkin, 1992; Protheroe & Barsdate, 1992; & Lee, 1992). When teachers link new information to the student's prior knowledge, they activate the student's interest and curiosity, and infuse instruction with a sense of purpose. Prior knowledge is a powerful resource students use to understand text. Research indicates that students with prior knowledge of particular topics remember more information than do students with little or no prior knowledge. (Kujawa and Huske, 1995) Students' use of these strategies is not automatic or procedural. And when they practice using these strategies, they do not use a rote set of steps. Instead students learn to use the strategies in methodical phases in a stop-start fashion before, during, and after reading (Strategic Teaching and Reading Project, 1995).
This strategy becomes that much more important due to the fact that 80% of our students speak a different language at home and have different life experiences than many of us had growing up.  It becomes incumbent upon us to provide a link or bridge to our students’ experience and the curriculum and instruction we provide.
Sample Anticipatory Strategies:

1. Anticipation Guide:

· Identify major concepts students are expected to learn.

· Determine ways these concepts might support or challenge their beliefs.

· Create 4-6 statements: important points, concepts, controversial ideas. misconceptions – no simple, literal ones.

· Students react to statements, defend opinions before reading.

· Read to confirm or disconfirm responses

2. Surveys or simple research questions

3. Essential questions that lead into a lesson or topic

4. A compelling picture or image…

5. B-K-W-L-Q

	Background Information
	What do I know or think I know?
	What questions do I have?
	What have I learned?
	What questions do I now have?

	
	
	
	
	


